C. & D.: Gandhiji's both offers are not explicit as
regards the Constitution-making machinery, but a
constituent assembly may be assumed.
The Cripps Offer was the one serious attempt of
Britain to reverse its policy. The price which Britain
wanted was association with the existing Govern-
ment in its war effort more or less on the lines of
Gandhiji's offer of 1939.
Cripps' failure was a major calamity in modern
Indian History.
Britain soon recovered from its momentary lapse
into fair dealing towards India. As a matter of prac-
tical politics, also, once the Cripps Offer was turned
down, the question of national government fell to the
ground. The British had to carry on the fight without
or against popular support and they succeeded beyond
expectations.
They expected an early collapse on the Indian
frontier; they succeeded in stemming the tide of the
Japanese aggression in the East. They were afraid of
general lack of support in India; but in a starving
country of millions it was not found so difficult to
secure men to do profitable war jobs. A very large
section of the country came to help in the war effort
directly or indirectly.
The octopus of the Defence of India Act gave the
British autocracy a tremendous power, which it fully
exploited for suppressing national activities in the
name of War, During the "Quit India Movement,"
Mr. Jinnah actively, though indirectly, lent support
to the British Government, and the power of the
League came to be consolidated in non-Congress pro-
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